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Ri fy hard Bel, /. mM eh am ‘THE Town of Bellingham was named for the 


third governor of the colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, a puritan lawyer, Sir Richard Bellingham. 

Db 9 1 1672 Sir Bellingham, whose name is preserved in 
Hawthorne’s famous ‘Scarlet Letter’, was born 
in England in 1591 and educated as a lawyer 
there. 


Sir Richard Bellingham was one of the origin- 
al twenty-six members to draw up the Massachu- 
setts Bay Colony Charter, established in Boston 
by Puritan leaders for religious and _ political 
refuge. Settlers in Boston could not become 
citizens until they joined the church and were 
accepted as free men by vote. 

Sir Bellingham arrived in Boston with his 
wife Elizabeth and son Samuel in 1634. The 
following year he was made Deputy Governor 
and member of a military commission for public 
defense granting him extraordinary powers, in- 
cluding the penalty of death. In 1641, he won 
the election as Governor of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony by six votes. Because election re- 
sults were so close, the General Court repealed 
the Governor’s annual grant of 100 pounds, and 
Sir Bellingham went without salary until Octo- 
ber 1643, when the court finally voted him 50 
pounds annually. 


Bellingham, whose wife Elizabeth passed away 
before he was elected, lived alone with his son 
Samuel on Tremont St. in Boston, opposite 
King’s Chapel Burying Ground. 


Shortly after his election, Governor Belling- 
ham married Miss Penelope Pelham in defiancé 
of the court, by not publishing his marriage 
contract where he was resident, also defying 
the law of the land by performing the marriage 
himself. This strange yet remarkable marriage 
is described in Carpenter’s ‘““Woman of Shaw- 
mut”. 

Though there is no historical account of the 
marriage, it is said that Miss Pelham was about 
to marry a friend of Bellingham’s ‘when on a 
sudden, the Governor treated with her and 
obtained her for himself.” 


When Penelope’s brother Herbert reminded 
the Governor that bans had already been pub- 
lished between his sister and another man, he 
also asked if under these circumstances, ministers 
or magistrates would marry them. Bellingham 
replied, “Is not the Governor of Massachusetts 
Bay a magistrate who outranks them all?” 
Herbert, bowing low to the Governor, replied 
it was so. It was then, Bellingham, seizing 


Penelope’s hand, led her to the center of the- 


room and with his arm around her, ordered 
Herbert to call forth everyone in “thy household 
and they shall see Governor Bellingham’s 
power.” 


Once everyone was assembled, the Governor 
asked “Penelope Pelham, wilt thou, in the 
presence of these people, take Richard Belling- 
ham to be thy lawful husband?” She answering 
softly, “Yes”, he continued, “And I, Richard 
Bellingham, will take thee Penelope to wife. 
I, the Governor of His Majestry’s Colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, do pronounce and declare 
that Richard Bellingham and Penelope Pelham 
are man and wife together. The King shall be 
my witness.” 

“The case of Richard Bellingham for breach 
of order to the court” was presented at the next 
session of magistrates. Bellingham, who presided, 
refused to leave his seat and stand at the bar, 
asking, “Who will command me?” There is no 
record of further action in the case. 

Bellingham’s term of office was not smooth. 
He had a domineering and quarrelsome dis- 
position though a good legal mind and Puritan 
conscience. Bellingham, who was always in op- 
position and unfriendly towards other magis- 
trates, lost much respect. 

Before his year in office ended, Deputies, with 
whom he had been more friendly, sent a com- 
mittee “to give him solemn admonition,” some- 
thing never before done to a Governor. 


Bellingham was again elected Deputy Gover- 
nor in 1653, followed by another one year term 
as Governor. This term consequently proved 
unsuccessful as he became Deputy Governor the 
following year, remaining so for eleven years, 
when as the only survivor of the original found- 
ers of the Colony, once again became Governor 
and held this office till death. 

Governor Bellingham, who died December 7s 
1672, rests in the northwest corner of the Gran- 
ary Burying Ground in Boston. The inscription 
on his tomb reads: 


Virtue’s fast friend within this tomb ‘doth lie, 
A foe to bribes, but rich in charity. 
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WISDOM 


The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to 


hold a man's foot to enable him to put the other foot somewhat higher. 


No man, nor any body of men, is good enough or wise enough to 
dispense with the tonic of criticism, 


2 


7APISt as Whole volumes have been written to tell the 
story of Christmas around the world. These 
books are thick with tradition, thin of things 


¢ 
pews to make and do. The American Christmas has 


become a part of many different traditions that 

have been adopted from the many different ideas 

IP aly from around the world. The traditional Christ- 
mas tree can be found nationwide, while here in 

Sl S New England one finds a manger scene usually set 
Pee up under the tree, down around Baltimore, Mary- 


land one will usally find a set of electric 


trains taking the place of the manger. 


Trees themselves can be found 


in many kinds, both real and artificial. Real trees range from spruce 
to Scotch Pine and from a cut tree to one which can be planted after 
the Christmas season is over. Artificial trees also run in different 
kinds but also have an added feature in that they can be obtained in 
Bee~erent colors. One thing for sure though is. that. whatever, the kind, 
a tree will usually be found in the home on Christmas day. 


Decorating the tree seems to be the major area where peopvle differ 
on Christmas day. In the early days of our country trees were usually 
cut in the forests around the home and were then decorated with home- 
made tinfoil stars, strands of beaded popcorn and cranberries, paper 
cut-outs and for the more industrious, baked cookies shaped like trees 


The First Jioel 


TRADITIONAL Harmonized by Sir John Sta iner 
P 
1 
1. The first__.No - él the__. an- gel did say Was to 
2. They look - ed__ up and saw) a Star Shin-ing 
3. This ee to. the “north = west,  -O’er__ 
4..Then en ter’d_ i there_ wise... men three, Full __ 
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certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; In fields where they lay_ 
in___ the East,___ be-yond__ them far, And to___the-_earth it__ 


Beth - le - hem__— it took_—. its rest, And there_it-—__did both 
rev - ’rent - ly up-on___theirknee, And of - fer’d there in 


Se seo ap 


keep-ing their sheep Dan a cold winter's night that was__— so deep. 
gave__great light, And so it con-tin-ued both day__and night. 
stop__._ and__ stay’ Right_ o- ver the place..where Je - sus lay. 
His____ pres - ence, Their_gold__and myrrh _ and | frank - in- cense. 
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No- __No- r No- él, No- ta is the King of Is - wa- él. 
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cont'd pge 6 
Away ma Manger 


TRADITIONAL ee Flow Gently, Sweet Afton 


Se 


- way in a man - 1g crib for 
3 a cat - tle are low - ing, a poor Ba - i 
3. Be near me, Lord Je - sus, I ask Thee to 


ies ia 


Se sical aot 
pang dhe biedy 


bed, The lit - tle Lord 7 down His sweet 
wakes, But lit - tle Lord ie - Ses no cry - ing 5 
stay Close by me for - and love me, 
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head; The stars in the sky, look - ing down where He 
makes; I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! look down from the 
pray; Bless all the dear chil-dren in Thy ten- der 
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lay, The lit- tle Lord ‘Je sus, a- sleep on the hay. 
sky, And stay by my cra - die Till morn-ing is nigh. 
care, And take us en, To five with Thee, there. 


ane bet chicas 


the night before 


CHRISTMA 


‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there; 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While visions of sugarplums danced through their heads; 

And Mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, 

Had just settled our brains for a long winter's nap, 

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. 

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow 

Gave a lustre of midday to objects below, 

When, what to my wondering eyes did appear, 

But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer, 

With a little old driver so lively and quick, 

I knew in a moment he must be St. Nick. 

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, 

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name: 

"Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen! 

On, 
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall! 


Now dash away! dash away! dash away, all!" 


Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blixen! 


As leaves that before the wild hurricane fly, 

When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky, 

So up to the housetop the coursers they flew, 

With the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too--- 
And then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof 


The prancing and pawing of each little hoof. 


As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound. 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot, 
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot; 
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back, 

And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack. 
His eyes---how they twinkled! his dimples, how merry! 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! 
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 

And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow: 
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, 

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath; 

He had a broad face and a round little belly 

That shooked when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly. 
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf, 

And I laughed when I saw him in spite of myself; 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread; 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, 
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk, 
And laying his finger aside of his nose, 

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose. 

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle, 
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle. 

But I heard him exclaim ere he drove out of sight--- 
"Happy Christmas to all and to all a Good Night!" 


Deck the Hall 


TRADITION4L OLD WELSH 


r r 
1. Deck the hall with boughs of hol - ly, 

2. See the blaz-ing Yule be-fore us, Fala lalala la la la la. 
3. Fast a-way the old year pass-es, 


"Tis the sea-son to be jol - ly, 
Strike the harp and join the chor-us | Fala lalala la la la la. 


Hail the new ye lads and lass- ies, 
dddDs ) 


Don we now our gay ap-par-el, 
Fol-low me in mer- ry meas-ure, Fa la la lapis ola ailas 
Sing we joy - ous all _ to-geth-er, 


Troll the an-cient Yule-tide car - ol, 
WhileI tell of Yule-tide treasure Fala lalala la la la la. 
Heed-less of the wind and weath-er, 


and gingerbread men and stars. 
were to be found also. In Ireland, building a grotto for the Nativity 


scene became a family project. 


O Little Sown of Bethlehem 


. H. REDNER, 1868 


PHILLIPS BROOKS, 1868 


1 OF ht tle Ace of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie, A- 
2. For Christis born of Ma - ry, And gath-ered all a- bove, While 
3. How si - lent-ly, how si-lent-ly, The won-drous gift is given; So 

4. QO ho- ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De-scend to us we pray, Cast 
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id 
bove thy deep anddream-less sleep The ssi - lent stars go _ by; Yet 
mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love. O 
God im-parts to hu-manheartsThe bless-ings of His heaven. No 
out our sin, and en-ter in, Be born in us to - day. We 


in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last - ing light, 

morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly birth, And 
earmay hear his com- ing, But in_ this world of sin, Where 
hear the Christ-mas_ an - gels, The great glad tid-ings tell; oO 
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hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to - night. 
prais-es sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth. 
meek souls will re-ceive Him still, The dear CHrist en,- ters in. 
a_ bide with us, Our Lord Em-man =U eh, 


See 


Other customs and traditions naturally 


Children and parents took long walks in 


the countryside to search for colored stones, tree bark, and pieces of 
wood to assemble on a table. Some produce the setting of Bethlehen, 


but a local Irish landscape was more common. 
in the center, with adoring angels, 


The Holy Family was placed 


animals, and shepherds nearby. Wise 


Men were moved closer to the Christ Child each day of the holy season. 


The happy task of making Christmas ornaments starts early for the 


Finns with a joyous celebration on the last Sunday of November. 
afternoon, called “Little Christmas", 


On that 
everyone from toddlers to gray- 


beards help carve, paint, glue, and assemble festive trimmings of reed, 
straw, wood and paper. Some of these are used on trees and others are 
suspended from ceilings and hung on doors and windows. 


The Christmas tree in Poland is a symbol of peace and friendship, 
and it is heavily laden with colorful and picturesque decorations. All 
ornaments are hand-made; even the children join in this joyful work 


long before the holiday season begins. 
then cut freehand. Red & white, the 


predrawn---the paper is folded, 


Polish paper cutouts are never 


national colors, are popular in the intricate designs, and multicolor 
effects are achieved by placing one color over another. 


Greens are used in Austria to banish demons that lurk in darkness 
during the gloomy days of winter. Holly---as in the Advent wreath 
bearing four candles---guarded against witches, thunder, and lightning. 
The wreath itself---an early symbol of victory and glory---was placed 
in the center of a table. On three of the four Sundays of Advent, a 
candle is lit while the family joins in prayer. Four candles are lit 
on the final Sunday, denoting the coming of the Savior as the Light of 
the World. 


Puppet shows have become very much a part of the British Christmas 
and a favorite is the Punch and Judy story, with songs and dances added. 


The pyramid-shaped Ceppo has been Italy's equivalent of a Christ- 
mas tree for many years. The Ceppo has three shelves, the bottom shelf 
has a manger scene and the smaller top shelf is adorned with an angel. 
The middle shelf held small gifts for children, secretly put there by 
parents, relatives, and friends. Candles that are fastened to the ta- 
pering sides are always lit on Christmas Eve, 


Modern Greek Christmases echo the country's seafaring past, 
Youngsters make paper boats to set adrift in the sea or on Divers> sot. 
Basil, who distributes Christmas LOvVS es Makesehisprounds in avboat. .. 
and pictures of anchors appear in countless windows. Decorative icons 
depict not only saints and religious symbols, but ships, anchors, and 
letters of the alphabet as well. These are made of clay imprinted with 


Joy to the ‘World 


ISAAC WATTS, 1709 G. F. HANDEL, 1742 


Se 


tid - ings of com - fort and joy. 
to the world! the Lord is come: Let, earth re- : 
2. Joy to the earth! the Sav-ior reigns: Let men_ their 


Decoy a Ae ene Oe 
3. He rules the world! with truth and grace: And makes the t F c 
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JOSEPH MOHR FRANZ GRUBER 


oz = Sas aaa, aS S35 
ceive her King; Let ev - ry _ heart___ pre-pare__ Him _ 1. Si - lent night, Ho - ly night! All is calm, all is bright 
songs em - ploy; While fields_ and__ floods, ____ rocks, hills__ and___ 2.Si - lent night, Ho - ly night! Shep-herdsquake at the sight! 
3.Si - lent night, Ho - ly night! Son of God, loves pure light 
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room, And heav’n and na-ture__sing, And heav’n and na - ture__ *Round yon Vir - gin Moth-erandCnild Ho - ly In-fant so ten-derand mild, 


c : ; < | ae : E 'n- i - le-lu- ia; 
is : the sound-ing___joy, Re - peat thesound-ing _ Glo ries stream from heav-en a - far, Heav’n ly hosts sing Al le : 
Paes ite peat bs Exe hee oa “Abe ae Heke Ra-diant beams.from Thy ho-ly face, With the dawnof re-deem - ing grace, 
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ness, __And won-ders of His_—— love, 
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And _heav’n, and heavn____ and_na-ture___ sing Sleep in heaven-ly  peace,___ Sleep inheav-en-ly _ peace! __ 
Re - peat, _ re - peat the sound-ing joy. Christ the Sa-viouris born, Christ the Sa-viour is born! __ 
love, And won - ders, won - ders of his love. Je - sus, Lord,at Thy birth, __ Je - sus,Lord,at Thy birth.__ 


AY Ay 
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Christmas, 1898. Grandma and Grandpa meet the train in horse and 
carriage, to whisk their children and grandchildren home to an old- 
fashioned family reunion at that most nostalgic time - Christmas. 


Which gives us our chance 
to wish all of our Readers 


Chstmtds 


from all of us. 


Gown of Bellingham. 


—— 


HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


CHARLES WESLEY, 1739 


a pencil or stick, then painted 
with water colors and baked in 
an oven until they are firm, 


In Germany---the country 
best known for Christmas keep- 
ing and homeland of the Christmas 
tree---one of the favorite cus-_ 
toms in the making a gingerbread 
house. Pieces of the house are 
made with real dough and baked 
in seperate pieces in the oven 
then put together to form the 
house and held together by the 
frosting. 


Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 


F. Mendelssohn 
(arr. W. H. Cummings, 1850) 
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Glo- ry to the new-born King! 


1. Hark! the her-ald an-gels sing 


2. Christ,by high-est heav’n a -dored; Christ,the ev- er last-ing Lord; 
3. Mild Helays His glo- ry by, Born that man no more may die, 
Jo ae 
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God and sin-ners re - con- ciled! 


Peace on earth and mer-cy mild, 
Late in time be-hold Himcome, Off-spring of the Vir-gin’s womb. 
Born to raise thesons of earth, Born to give them  sec-ond birth. 
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Joy-ful all ye  na-tions rise 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail th’In-car-nate De - i - ty, 
Ris’nwithheal-ing in His wings, Light and life to all he brings, 


Join the tri-umph of the skies; 
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With th’an-gel-ic host pro-claim, Christ is born in Beth- le - hem! 
Pleased as Manwithman to dwell; Je-sus, our Em-man-u - el! 
Hail, the Sun of Right-eous-ness! Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
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